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When Trade is a Weapon

T
RADE, FINANCE AND INVESTMENT HAVE INCREASINGLY BEEN

weaponised in today’s global order. Trump’s tariff war on India has

exposed the hollowness of Modi’s self-reliance rhetoric. The bubble

of so-called Modi-Trump bon-homie burst in the face of Trump’s arbitrary

and unjust action in doing business. Modi’s Hindutva brigade in America

mobilised Indian diaspora to support Trump in elections. Perhaps they are

now enjoying Modi’s humiliation! Indians are now paying price for Modi’s

wrong policy of too much dependence on America for export-led growth.

In truth the Modis have not learnt anything from China.

Washington added an extra 25% duty on top of the 25% imposed last

month, citing India’s refusal to stop buying Russian crude and defence

hardware.

The duties, which are 16 percentage points higher than China, 31 points

higher than most south-east Asian countries and 35 points above South

Korea, have pushed US tariffs on Indian goods to levels that the investment

house Nomura likened to a “trade embargo”.

While India has been subjected to harsh levy by the Trump administra-

tion for buying Russian crude, the largest importer of Russian oil–China and

Europe–who has been buying considerable amount of energy products from

Moscow, have escaped similar treatment at the hands of Washington.

China can assert itself in any situation and American hegemonic posture

doesn’t matter much. In other words America knows its limits when it deals

with China and Russia. His calculated policy of bullying doesn’t work here.

While discussing Ukraine war in Alaska, Trump had to greet Putin with red

carpet felicitation.

The US is India’s largest export market, worth $86.5bn (£64.1bn) a

year. Around two-thirds of shipments are covered by the 50% tariff,

threatening jobs and growth across sectors reliant on US demand.

Trump’s 50 percent tariff will most hurt India’s labour-intensive products

such as textiles and apparel, sea-food, gem and jewellery. And some states

such as Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh,

Uttar Pradesh and Punjab face a disproportionate impact and their ability

to mitigate fall-out on jobs is limited.

“No Indian product can stand any competitive edge under such heavy

import taxes.” Economists say the tariffs could erase up to one percentage

point from India’s GDP growth this fiscal year.
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COMMENT

‘Click’, ‘Share’, ‘Like’, ‘Subscribe’
‘CLICK’, ‘LIKE’, ‘SHARE’, AND
‘subscribe’ are the new currencies of
rent-seeking digital capitalism, where
rapid consumption of digital content
is driven by number of views and
subscribers of the video shorts and
clips. The relationship between digi-
tal content and its consumers is de-
fined by quick browsing and the pur-
suit of instant fun, infotainment, plea-
sure, utility, satisfaction, or rejection.
Such ideals in everyday life influence
interpersonal human relationships in
the real world beyond the digital
sphere. Social life and relationships
are becoming like instant coffee.

Friendship is a social, emotional,
cultural, religious, moral, and ideo-
logical bond rooted in the aims, aspi-
rations, needs, desires, and values of
human beings. A relationship based
on friendship promotes trust, under-
standing, and mutual support in ev-
eryday life. Friendships are often
formed and sustained through shared
hobbies. The idealism of friendship
moves beyond the narrow silos of
class, caste, gender, race, sexuality,
religion, nationality and territorial
identity. It breaks all such barriers to
uphold the values of timeless friend-
ship. Friendship can exist within all

Unemployment is staggering.

India’s overall jobless rate stood at

5.6% in June, rising to 7.1% in

cities. A major drop in US exports

could hit millions of workers, par-

ticularly in small sectors.

India’s giant generic pharmaceu-

ticals sector and its electronics and

petroleum products are exempt from

the tariffs. Aluminium, steel and

copper remain at 25%, but job-

heavy sectors such as textiles,

jewellery, seafood and leather are

squarely in the line of fire.

India’s $179bn textiles industry

includes $37.7bn in exports, with the

US buying nearly $10.3bn.

Mithileshwar Thakur, of the Apparel

Export Promotion Council (AEPC),

said Indian exporters now faced a

30% cost disadvantage compared with

Bangladesh, Vietnam and Cambodia.

“Competitors like China, Viet-

nam, Mexico, Turkey, and even Pa-

kistan, Nepal, Guatemala and Kenya

stand to gain, potentially locking

India out of key markets even after

tariffs are rolled back”.

Narendra Modi’s government has

urged Indians to buy domestically

made goods. “I appeal to the citi-

zens of our country to prioritise pur-

chasing goods that are made in

India,” the prime minister said re-

cently. The government also plans

to shake up the nationwide goods

and services tax, cutting most rates

to 5% or 18% to boost spending.

But where are domestic products?

Modi’s self-reliance cannot produce

even camera lens, not to speak of

chips for mobile phones. They de-

pend precariously on others even for

pharmaceutical raw materials. Sur-

prisingly, Vietnam being a late comer

in capitalist production and supply

chain system is overtaking India in

many areas. ooo   02-09-2025

types of relationships and can also
transcend them. Both sinners and
saints have friends in this world, which
highlights the universal and indis-
pensable nature and power of friend-
ship. The nature of friendship shapes
the character of society and the rela-
tionships within it. Whether a society
is democratic, feudal, patriarchal,
capitalist, hierarchical, egalitarian, or
progressive, it is friendship that ulti-
mately defines its nature, essence
and spirit.

The rise of private property, as
well as agricultural, commercial, in-
dustrial, colonial, and digital forms
of capitalism and its culture of
commodification, has eroded the
collective foundations of friendship
by atomising societies, individuals,
and their needs, desires, and compet-
ing aspirations as consumers and
their supercilious free choices and
freedoms. This transformation has
been further accelerated by the deep-
ening digital capitalism, where social
media connections and online pres-
ence form the basis of digital lives,
rendering friendships as transient as
browsing web pages in different plat-
forms. The instantaneous nature of
these online friendships and relation-

ships mirror the short attention spans
of digital consumption–click, like,
share, and subscribe–driven by util-
ity, pleasure, and profit. Organic bonds
of friendship are largely absent in
these digital spheres. Yet, digital plat-
forms hold the potential to transform
such fleeting connections into mean-
ingful human relationships, provided
that impersonal algorithms and cor-
porate logic do not dominate them.
All forms of domination undermine
friendships; therefore, meaningful,
democratic, egalitarian, and progres-
sive friendships cannot exist under
feudalism, patriarchy, or any form of
capitalist conditions in society.

All earlier forms of capitalism and
its barbaric culture exists within digi-
tal capitalism which further deepen-
ing of everyday alienation, atomisa-
tion, and the commodification of
human life and its relationship with
the natural world. They create
monetised and marketised social,
political, economic, cultural and spiri-
tual conditions that are unsuitable
and inhospitable to meaningful friend-
ships. Capitalism and friendship are
incompatible with each other. There-
fore, every effort to ensure meaning-
ful friendship is, in essence, a struggle
against capitalism and its inhuman
and anti-social values. ooo

[Contributed by

Bhabani Shankar Nayak]
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NOTE

“Rich Man’s Trade Union”
George Monbiot writes:

W
HY DOES CAPITAL

love fossil fuels? They

exist in a small number

of discrete locations, where the right

to exploit them can be owned and

monopolised. Most can be extracted

commercially only at scale, exclud-

ing small competitors. They can be

stored and traded all over the world,

allowing prices to be optimized across

time and space. Renewable energy,

by contrast can be generated almost

anywhere, by almost anyone with a

small amount of money to invest.

Renewables might be now be

cheaper than fossil fuel in the vast

majority of cases, but this makes

them less attractive to capital, not

more. Fossil fuels are uncompetitive

and highly profitable. Renewables

are highly competitive and not very

profitable.

As a result, fossil fuel extractors

will fight tooth and nail to prevent

market forces from operating. They

demand the equivalent the royal

monopolies granted by the English

Crown centuries ago, excluding com-

petitors and enabling old technolo-

gies to fend off newer ones. Their

enormous profits allow them to bend

politics to their will, attacking and

maligning their critics, sowing

disinformation and denial and as-

sisting the election of those who

favour them. In Donald Trump, they

have found the monarch who will

grant them their exclusive charter.

This industry several methods to

maintain its profit pipeline. These

range from bank-rolling Trump’s elec-

tion in order to extract the brutal

environmental rollbacks he has or-

dered on its behalf, to the unprec-

edented congressional lobbying cam-

paign it has funded, to the funding

of secretive junk-tanks and the fi-

nancial fuelling of the far right–

which channels, as it has done

throughout history, the demands of

powerful corporations and oligarchs.

Around the world, oil, gas and

coal companies use an ever-widening

set of tactics to crush competition

and opposition, including lawsuits that

seem designed to shutdown environ-

mental groups and punish them physi-

cally and financially.

Perhaps the most powerful

weapon in the hands of the fossil

fuel companies is the media. The

billionaire press has defended their

interests at every turn. It remains the

principal outlet for their denial,

disinformation and delaying tactics.

Some of its proprietors have heavily

invested in fossil fuels. As a body,

they belong to what one of their

editors once called the “rich man’s

trade union”: they perceive an at-

tack on any aspect of rapacious

capitalism as an attack in them-

selves. ooo

 [George Monbiot, Guardian Columnist]

RELOCATION OF LABOUR

Hazardous Migration
Bhaskar Majumder*

C
AN INTER-STATE MIGRA-

tion be hazardous? If the

appeal of the Chief Minister

of West Bengalin August 2025for the

migrant workers to come back to

West Bengal is taken seriously, then it

is hazardous. Because the apprehen-

sion is that the Bengali inter-state

migrant workers are not safe in many

of the other states in India that pledges

occupational freedom and migration.

This needs elaboration.

Of late, it came through media

that some of the Bengali workers in

Delhi and elsewhere were assaulted

for they were diagnosed to be

Bangladeshi for their intonation in

speaking supposedly reflected that

of the people of Bangladesh. This

raises questions.

Sections of people taking law in

their hands in the public with serious

socio-cultural consequences is extra-

law adventure and the state silence

on this may imply state support for

this.

The core state has several insti-

tutions to identify who are the In-

dian nationals and who not. Or to

make it more precise for administra-

tion, who are the citizens and who

not. India being a federal country, it

can rely on the states on the border

of both east and west to advice how

this is to be done rather than keep-
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ing silence or accusing some specific

ethnic group or some specific state.

The migration question is more than

a political question–it involves liveli-

hood of the households of the mi-

grant workers. In many cases, this is

family migration like in brick kilns.

Migration is more than a reloca-

tion of labour by labour-hours; the

migrants are ill-informed or non-

informed in most of the cases about

their accommodation and subsequent

rent to be paid or wage-cut etc.

There are issues related to getting

food grains from the fair price shops

at the destination and medical care,

apart from scope for their children

to get admission in schools if their

families accompany them to the

destination. In long-distance migra-

tion it is not easy to come back

abruptly without earning adequate

to support logistics. The Chief Min-

ister of West Bengal has appealed in

August 2025, if Media reports are to

be taken seriously, the migrant

Bengali workers to come back on

the pledge to give each one of them

Rs 5,000 as ‘Bhata’ (money assis-

tance per person per month) that

seems a Herculean task. This is not

to be read as ‘reverse migration’–it

seems some sort of an attempt for

‘migration reversed’ because migra-

tion was understood to be linguisti-

cally hazardous.

Migration is nothing new in the

economic-cultural history of man-

kind. People had a natural tendency

to know what were there beyond the

given boundary of the country that

they had been residing–even to cross

the ocean and the Himalayas.

Money-based economy subsequently

offered the economists an opportu-

nity to describe migration of people

as migration of workers for positive

wage-differential. Economists’ as-

sumption is very much myopic in

absence of wage-work for the work-

ers at the root–they migrate off-

season to earn any wage rate.

The issue is bigger than eco-

nomic migration of late. A spon-

sored unfriendly relation with the

neighbour small country Bangladesh

has taught many people to identify

migrant Bengali workers as

Bangladeshi workers who infiltrated

into West Bengal that is a part of

India and got engaged in any work.

The nature of India’s economy be-

ing unorganised or informal mostly,

this speculation gains ground for

they could easily mix with others.

The problem is much bigger than

what is narrated above. People will

move out from the poorer region to

the less poor region that stands for

rural to urban, intra-state migration,

inter-state migration and as an ex-

tension cross-border migration. Pre-

1914 there was no problem and it

was not seen as unwelcome. In fact,

labourers from poorer region were

seen as means of asset creation in

the colonising country. History started

changing fast since the days of Great

Depression (1929-1933). However, it

is yet to be discovered how Bengalis

come into the focus being unwel-

come migrant workers outside West

Bengal.

Relocation of labour is not lin-

guistically determined. Workers of

Orissa migrate to Gujarat; workers

of Bihar move to almost everywhere

in India that was mainly West Ben-

gal till 1970s. Economists might not

have observed the whole of it, natu-

rally. In many situations, workers of

Bihar followed the Marwaris of

Rajasthan, even if it was remote

Meghalaya that was part of greater

Assam. Bengalis migrated to Burma,

now called Myanmar. Marital rela-

tions oriented and reoriented the

family compositions so that at a

later stage in history if some families

move out from Myanmar or

Bangladesh and search for their root

in greater India, it might have been

very much possible. In the state of

Arunachal Pradesh that was part of

greater Assam and partly known as

North-East Frontier Agency may show

different types of Adivasis and eth-

nic compositions. Force cannot

homogenise them.

People were also drawn as in-

dentured labourers, mainly from

Bihar, by the British coloniser to fix

in countries that Britain ruled. If

some of these people come back in

search of their root in India, what

happens to the thinking and actions

of the state and concerned non-

state extra-law actors?

The countries called advanced

today understood very well the cause

of wealth of nations–it was labour-

determined and many of these

labourers were drawn from their

colonies. The history of Asia, par-

ticularly India, may provide the evi-

dence–Indian labourers added to the

wealth of Britain documented as

‘wealth of nations’. If the migration

of Bengali or Bihari is juxtaposed

inter-state, then the parallel is gen-

eration of wealth first in that desti-

nation. If this is so, there is no

reason why a particular linguistic

group is to be evicted or crowded

out–economics argues for compara-

tive cost in production and hence

migration is no exception.

It is, however, not obvious in the

zone where Bengalis are being diag-

nosed as Bangladeshis and inhumanly

treated what the reaction of the capi-
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CAPITALIST ALIENATION

Structural Roots of Student Violence
Bhabani Shankar Nayak

S
TUDENTS ARE AMONG

the most idealistic mem

bers of society. Their youth-

ful pursuit of ideals, fuelled by pas-

sion, innocence and creativity, repre-

sents limitless potential that society

can harness for its progressive trans-

formation. Throughout history, stu-

dents have not only participated in

but also shaped progressive move-

ments. What defines them is their

selfless sacrifice for the greater good

of society.Through their everyday ex-

periences, students learn, reflect, and

analyse, offering alternatives that

challenge dominant knowledge tra-

ditions while resisting all forms of

authoritarianism, both within and

beyond the classrooms. In doing so,

they generate new ideas and pro-

gressive ideals that contribute to the

radical transformation of society.

The question then arises: why do

students resort to violence, bring guns

into classrooms, and adopt violent

methods to express themselves? It is

time to think beyond an essentialist

culture of causality that merely

blames and criminalises students.

In a rare incident of gun violence

in India, a ninth-grade boy shot his

Physics teacher. In stark contrast,

gun violence in schools is a daily

tragedy in the United States, where

an estimated twelve children are

killed and thirty-two students are

shot and injured every day.A study

titled “Gun Violence in the United

States–2022: Examining the Burden

tal controllers is for the reason may

be that the issue is in extra-law hands

and because it has become a politi-

cal-ethnic issue. Also, this silence may

be because most of the migrant work-

ers are in the unorganised segment of

the economy.

The workers are not beggars–

they ask for ‘Roji-Roti’, not only

‘Roti’. That dignity of labour associ-

ated with the labourers need to be

ensured by the state. The question is

not if he/she is a Bengali labourer or

a Bihari labourer. Labour needs

safety just as capital needs safety.

This labour safety is different from

economic returns on labour–this in-

cludes safety of dignity of labour

and the labourer. ooo

[*Professor of Economics (Retd.), G.B.Pant

Social Science Institute, Allahabad–21101]

Among Children and Teens” by the

Center for Gun Violence Solutions

at the Johns Hopkins University re-

veals that firearms are now the lead-

ing cause of death among children

and teenagers between the ages of

one and seventeen. The same study

found that, on average, seven young

people die each day in the US due

to gun violence. According to the

Washington Post school shooting

database, more than 390,000 stu-

dents have been exposed to gun

violence in schools between the

Columbine High School massacre in

1999 and 2024.

Student violence is not confined

to the United States, but the coun-

try experiences the highest levels,

largely because students face intense

forms of capitalist alienation both in

American schools and in society at

large. Unfortunately, the epidemic of

gun violence among students in the

United States–and the broader crisis

of student violence, including suicide

amongst students, across the world–

is unlikely to decline. On the con-

trary, it is likely to intensify as the

marketisation, commercialisation,

and privatisation of education for

profit deepen under capitalism. This

process fosters widespread alienation,

affecting students in particular and

society at large.Student violence is

not a starting point; it is a response

to a violent capitalist system.

The commercialisation of educa-

tion has transformed teaching and

learning into a marketplace of es-

sentialist interactions aimed prima-

rily at securing grades, degrees, quali-

fications, certificates, and limited

employability skills. This functional-

ist approach has eroded the critical

culture of learning–one that once

encouraged self-discovery, explora-

tion of the world, and the develop-

ment of a global consciousness that

promotes mutual understanding of

human desires, needs, and unique-

ness. The objectified digitalisation of

education in the post-pandemic era

has further diminished organic inter-

actions between students and teach-

ers. Learning is increasingly reduced

to a means of securing employment,

while its broader purpose–to culti-

vate critical, scientific, humanitar-

ian, and secular consciousness ca-

pable of challenging and transform-

ing society–has been undermined.

As a result, the traditions of demo-

cratic knowledge that sustain de-

mocracy and universal human rights

across the globe are being weak-

ened.

A democratic classroom enables

students to learn, understand, and

develop the skills necessary to inter-

act and innovate–both as individuals

and as members of a critical commu-

nity of learning masses committed to

knowledge traditions that address

human needs and the desire for eman-

cipation from all forms of marginali-

sation, inequality, and exploitation.

Such educational traditions have

transformed university campuses and

academic institutions into centers of

resistance against power, authoritaria-

nism, and reactionary ruling classes.

From anti-colonial struggles to move-
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“FILTER BUBBLE”

The ‘Crisis’ of Freedom of Thought
Arun Kumar Gond

T
ODAY, PEOPLE ARE LIV-
ing in a time where plat
forms like Google, YouTube,

Instagram, and other social-media
are not just sources of entertain-
ment; they deeply influence people’s
thoughts, decisions, and even health
choices. Whenever one searches for
something; whether it’s about child
vaccination, home remedies for
headaches, or ways to manage
mental stress; the information one
receives is not simply based on query.
It is shaped by past behaviour, pref-
erences, location, social-network, and
even the likes of friends.

ments against apartheid, imperialist

wars, capitalism, feudal oppression,

and caste-, class-, race-, gender-,

and sex-based exploitation, students

have consistently stood at the

frontlines of radical and progressive

struggles throughout history of the

past and present.

The commercialisation and

commodification of education–often

justified in the name of modularisa-

tion for essentialist skills, employabil-

ity, and efficiency of delivery within

fixed timescales to maximise profit–

has undermined the emancipa-tory

foundations of education. It has en-

trenched a culture of compliance

concomitant with the requirements

of capitalism and its narrow educa-

tional framework of employability.

The marketisation of education has

also fuelled the empire of student

loans, turning access to education

into a source of lifelong debt trap

that stripes away the dignity of stu-

dents and their creative abilities.

This framework has deepened

crises not only within the educa-

tional sector but also among stu-

dents, eroding their potential to think

critically as a community of learn-

ers. The combined forces of

marketisation and digitalisation have

dismantled the collective foundation

of education, knowledge production,

and knowledge dissemination, and

reduced teaching and learning to

isolated, individualised experiences.

The net outcome of this model is

widespread alienation across educa-

tional communities–including stu-

dents, teachers, and non-teaching

staff members within educational

institutions all over the world.

The capitalist framework of edu-

cation, along with its alienating con-

ditions, is deeply embedded in dif-

ferent forms of violence. Capitalism,

feudalism, and patriarchal structures

of control continuously produce and

reproduce the conditions that sus-

tain such violence. Student violence

emerges as an outcome of these

systemic injustices, a manifestation

of a criminalising environment that

forces students to adopt violent

means to express themselves.

The criminalisation of students

and the deployment of armed polic-

ing cannot resolve issues of student

violence, as these are not merely

law-and-order problems. Nor can they

be adequately addressed by reduc-

ing them to mental health issues.

The roots of student violence run far

deeper than surface-level explana-

tions suggest. Casual analyses that

link student violence solely to men-

tal health or criminality represent a

grave injustice, perpetuated by nar-

row and essentialist legal frameworks.

Therefore, creating free, fair, and

accessible education, along with a

creative and democratic learning en-

vironment, is central to addressing

various forms of violence. The struggle

against the alienating conditions of

capitalist education is inherently a

struggle against capitalism and its

structures shaped by profit, patriar-

chy, and power. Peace within the

student community cannot be sepa-

rated from peace in society at large.

Consequently, the struggle for peace

is inseparable from the fight against

the commercialisation and marketi-

sation of education and the alien-

ation and violence these conditions

produce. Peaceful and fair society

produces peaceful campus that en-

ables students to think and express

freely to achieve their creative abili-

ties without any forms of barriers. oo

Back in 2011, author Eli Pariser,

in his well-known book The Filter

Bubble: What the Internet Is Hiding

from You, explained how search-

engines and algorithms on the

internet are gradually leading people

into a world where they mostly see

and hear things that align with what

they already believe. The content

that appears is filtered based on

previous searches, browsing habits,

and social connections; and often

ends up reinforcing existing opin-

ions. This creates a “filter bubble”

around searchers. What makes this

bubble truly dangerous is that it’s

invisible, and people often don’t even

realise they are trapped inside it.

This filter is so clever and subtle that

people don’t even realise the infor-

mation is being filtered. For example,

when one searches for something

related to a health issue, the search

engine decides what to show; and

that decision is based on supplied

data. Clicking on the same kind of

results again and again, one un-

knowingly strengthens that bubble

even more.The problem isn’t just

that people are getting limited infor-

mation; it’s also that this process

can lead one toward false or mis-

leading information, especially if the

profile leans toward content that

promotes misinformation.
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And because these algorithms are

highly complex and opaque, the

average user neither understands

them nor has any real control over

them.In fact, some researchers have

described this situation as a “gravi-

tational black hole of information.”

That is, once someone gets caught

in the pull of misinformation, getting

out of it becomes as difficult as light

escaping from a black hole.Every

new piece of information only rein-

forces existing beliefs, pulling the

person deeper into that

bubble.Technology alone isn’t to

blame for this. People’s personal

biases, cultural perspectives, and

sources of information all play a

significant role. But as the internet

learns more about people’s habits, it

begins to shape those personal bi-

ases into its algorithmic systems;

making access to information more

one-sided and imbalanced. By

searching for something on the

internet, watching a video, or com-

menting on a post, one leaves be-

hind traces of preferences. This in-

formation builds a digital profile;

what’s known in technical terms as

user data.Then, the algorithms work-

ing behind the scenes of the internet

analyse this data and decide what

one will see next.

Apps like TikTok, Instagram

Reels, and YouTube Shorts select

videos for people based on age,

gender, location, and past behaviour.

If you’ve watched a few videos re-

lated to health or yoga, your feed

will soon be filled with only that

type of content.You may feel like

you’re watching things by your own

choice, but in reality; Google is no

longer searching for you, it’s search-

ing about you.Gradually, you get

surrounded by a digital world that

only shows you things that align

with your existing thoughts; while

hiding everything else.This is the fil-

ter bubble, a quiet and invisible trap

that people fall into on their own.

Social-media has now become a

part of daily lives. On apps like

Instagram Reels, YouTube Shorts,

and Tik Tok, the content people

view is what they are shown again

and again.For example, if you’ve

watched reels related to home rem-

edies, Ayurveda, or beauty tips a

few times on Instagram, your feed

will soon be filled with similar

content.The same happens on

YouTube Shorts. If you watch a

video about religious miracles or a

particular ideology, you’ll start see-

ing more content that reflects that

same line of thinking.

On TikTok, emotional stories; like

someone healing from an illness

without medication often go viral,

and people start believing in them.

Gradually, people find themselves

surrounded by content that only re-

inforces their old beliefs. There’s

barely any room left for new or

different perspectives.This is what’s

called the Information Black Hole; it

silently pulls viewers in, and they

don’t even realise that they are now

living in a very narrow world.Back in

1961, a researcher named Stoner

explained that when people stay only

among those who think like them,

their views tend to become even

more extreme and one-sided. This is

known as Group Polarization.Think

about it: if you keep hearing the

same opinions on social media ev-

ery day; like people who are against

vaccines, or those who believe in a

single ideology; eventually, those

views start to feel even more right to

you. You stop listening to different

perspectives, or you start thinking

they must be wrong.

This has an impact on the soci-

ety too. Where once conversations

helped find common ground, now

arguments and divisions are grow-

ing. People stop listening to each

other. And truth is no longer mea-

sured by whether something is actu-

ally right or wrong; but by whether
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BJP’S DISENFRANCHISING CAMPAIGN

After Bihar Voter Exclusion Moving to Bengal
Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury

[The ECI’s sudden release of the earlier SIR-based voter list of 2002 for West

Bengal and the hasty attempts at training booth-level officers suggest that the next

revision of electoral rolls will take place on the eve of the polls.]

T
HE ELECTION COMMIS

SION of India (ECI) has re

leased the voter list for West

Bengal based on a Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls car-

ried out in 2002, stirring a hornet’s

nest.

The political slugfest going on in

the state of Bihar over the deletion of

6.5 million voters from the electoral

rolls following a similar exercise is a

precursor to what is likely to follow in

West Bengal.

The battle lines for the next state

legislative assembly elections in West

Bengal, now less than a year away,

therefore, seem to have been drawn.

The ECI’s sudden release of the

earlier SIR-based voter list of 2002

for West Bengal and the hasty at-

tempts at training booth-level officers

suggest that the next revision of elec-

toral rolls will take place on the eve of

the polls.

The 2002 SIR in West Bengal set

the total number of voters in the state

at 45.8 million, spread over 80,000

polling booths. However, the political

debate has heated up as the voter list

for the Kulpi Assembly seat in the

South 24 Parganas district was found

people in the “group” believe it. This

is called truth based on social trust;

and it can sometimes lead people

away from real truth.To escape the

filter bubble, the most important

things are awareness and understand-

ing.

In this era of new media, social-

media platforms are constantly refin-

ing their algorithmic recommenda-

tion systems; aiming to keep users

engaged and spending more time on

their platforms.But when this very

technology begins to filter informa-

tion based on a user’s personal pref-

erences, behaviours, and networks, it

creates an invisible wall; what is called

the filter bubble. This filter bubble

traps people within similar types of

information, limits the diversity of

thought, and gradually leads to is-

sues like group polarisation. As a

result, people not only become cut

off from new or opposing views, but

also start believing that their own

opinions are the only truth.To over-

come this challenge, one needs more

than just technical fixes; one needs

social and educational efforts as well.

People must work to increase algo-

rithmic transparency, promote media

literacy, and encourage users to de-

velop the habit of seeking informa-

tion from a variety of sources. ooo
[The author is deeply grateful to his research
supervisor, Dr. Keyoor Pathak, for his Sug-
gestion.] [Author: Arun Kumar Gond, Re-
search Scholar, Department of Sociology,
University of Allahabad, India. His research
focuses on the implications of social-media
in rural society.]

missing from the published list.

Similarly, the voter lists of about

a hundred booths in the Gaighata

Assembly constituency, and a few

others in South 24 Parganas, Birbhum

and Howrah districts, were also found

missing.

SIR is not new in the context of

electoral rolls in India. However, the

2021 census could not be conducted

because of the COVID-19 pandemic.

With elections around the corner in

Bihar and West Bengal, the recent

steps of the ECI have raised many

eyebrows. While the census and the

SIR are separate exercises, the voter

population in the two lists can other-

wise be tallied.

Although polls are also going to

take place for the legislative assembly

in Tamil Nadu, the southern state is

unlikely to have an SIR.

Given the Bihar developments,

there are apprehensions about the

potential disenfranchisement of many

resident Indians through the process

of SIR.

The insistence on proving the citi-

zenship of voters has drawn attention

in West Bengal, as there is a percep-

tible rise in the harassment, humilia-

tion, and curtailment of the basic

right to life and livelihood of Bengali-

speaking migrant labour working in

the Delhi National Capital Region

(NCR), Haryana, Maharashtra, and

other states in India ruled by the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

Bengali-speaking individuals are

being hounded and dubbed as

‘Bangladeshis’ and ‘illegal immi-

grants’, implying that they are not

citizens of India. Bengali migrant

workers from West Bengal not only

have to prove their citizenship in the

rest of India but will now be asked to

do so in their home state when the

SIR is conducted.

While the neoliberal economy has

facilitated the mobility of capital and

technology, the movement of labour

has been severely restricted, coupled

with the gradual retreat of the state

from the economy to assist corporate

capital.

These developments in recent

decades have not only securitised

cross-border migration, including that

of Indian labour, across the globe but

have also raised walls within India.

This time it is the Bengali-speak-

ing Muslims who are facing the wrath

of the police, administration, and

local populations of the migrant-re-

ceiving states of the country. Earlier,

especially in Mumbai, migrant work-

ers from South India and Northern

India have faced the wrath of the

local Maharashtra political parties.



September 21-27, 2025 FRONTIER 9

BOOKS BY T VIJAYENDRA

Just Released

REQUIEM FOR OUR TIMES Rs. 100

AFTER ALL IT IS ONLY HIM!

AND OTHER STORIES Rs. 70

AN INTELLIGENT BIRD'S GUIDE

TO THE BIRDWATCHER AND

OTHER STORIES
Second reprint Rs. 40

THE LOSERS SHALL

INHERIT THE WORLD
Third Reprint Rs. 60

REGAINING PARADISE:

TOWARDS A FOSSIL

FUEL FREE SOCIETY Rs. 120

THE TEACHER AND

THE CHILD LABOUR Rs. 50

For Copies Contact :

MANCHI PUSTAKAM
12-13-439, St. No. 1 Tarnaka,

Secunderabad 500017

Email: info@manchipustakam.in

Cell: +91 73822 97430

The BJP’s targets are Bengali-

speaking Muslims whom they suspect

to be Bangladeshi migrants. How-

ever, even Hindu Bengalis, mainly

belonging to the so-called lower

castes, have not been spared. Hear-

ing them speak the Bengali language

has been triggering suspicions of their

being ‘Bangladeshis’.

The rounding up, violent ques-

tioning, and physical harassment by

the local administration of such

people continued in many cases even

after the migrants produced their

photo identity cards, including voter

cards, Aadhar cards, and sometimes

income tax Personal Identity Number

(PAN) cards.

The hapless migrants wonder

which document can show their In-

dian citizenship, while the adminis-

tration seems to indicate that these

documents they possess are mainly

for accessing different services and

benefits provided by the government,

and that does not necessarily prove

citizenship.

Therefore, the SIR in West Bengal

will take place in the context of the

dispossession of the right to livelihood

of migrant labour from the state.

There may be a number of

Bangladeshis living in India without

valid documents. However, can the

identification of those Bangladeshis

be possible through the exclusion of

Indian Bengalis? In fact, through this

process, the space for migrant work-

ers from West Bengal in low-paid

jobs is shrinking further within the

country.

Migrants from West Bengal, Bihar,

and eastern Uttar Pradesh, among

other states, move into the more

prosperous urban areas in other parts

of India, attracted by employment

opportunities in the industrial or ser-

vice sectors. They do so as they are

pushed out of the agricultural sector

due to adverse human-land ratio and

because of lower agricultural yields

due to climate change.

However, as modern industrial

production increasingly requires fewer

workers in the industries, these mi-

grants become dependent on low-

productivity–low-wage employment in

the urban informal sector.
With the expanding platform

economies in India, particularly since
the COVID-19 pandemic, more and
more migrant labour is getting asso-
ciated with those precarious jobs.
The migrant women largely work as
housemaids.

The poor economic conditions of
these migrants compel them to huddle
together in the slums of cities such as
Delhi, Noida, Gurugram, or Mumbai,
only to be identified as potential
‘Bangladeshis’. This results not only
in harassment but even deportation
to Bangladesh, as the local police
and people fail to distinguish be-
tween Indians and Bangladeshis.

As Bangladeshis without valid
travel documents are perceived as
dangerous threats to the state secu-
rity, in this dominant security dis-
course, the security of the Bengali-
speaking migrants and their right to
livelihood and human dignity get eas-
ily eclipsed.

VED PRAKASH GUPTA

Remembering my Naxalite Uncle
Manu Kant

M
ANY FIRSTS ARE TIED

to the memory of my

maternal uncle–Ved

Prakash Gupta, who in the 1980s

earned the sobriquet “Bathinda da

In this context, it is clear that

there are political connotations un-

derlying the decision of the ECI about

SIR.

The present situation may benefit

different political parties in different

ways to mobilise selective sections of

the electorate. However, in the long

run, this attempt at proving citizen-

ship in order to avoid disenfranchise-

ment, and that too just before the

elections, will only erode Indian de-

mocracy and marginalise migrant

labour across the country.

 ooo
[Sabyasachi Basu Ray Chaudhury is a Mem-

ber of Calcutta Research Group. This article

was originally published by 360info.]

Bahadur Bania” from Khalistanis. It

was with him that I had my first

hunting experience in the desert on

the outskirts of Bathinda, a place

that no longer exists. Of course, it

wasn’t lion hunting, but something

more plebeian–a wild rat hunt. I

also had my first taste of rat meat,

cooked immediately after the hunt.

And it was my uncle who first taught

me to shoot a revolver, all at the

tender age of thirteen or fourteen–a

big deal for a middle-class lad from

the ‘City Beautiful’!

My uncle was a genius. He had
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built a workshop in the backyard of

his house, where constructing a bi-

cycle from scratch was child’s play.

In that ‘secret’ workshop, he actu-

ally made much more dangerous

things–pistols, crude bombs, and

high-intensity Diwali firecrackers. He

could also single-handedly renovate

his house without the help of ma-

sons, plumbers, carpenters, or elec-

tricians.

His reputation suffered a severe

jolt when he was suspected of plant-

ing a bomb in the town’s cinema

house. Fortunately, no one was hurt

or killed. To this day, it remains a

mystery how he escaped police at-

tention. Interestingly, my great uncle

Balwant Gargi expressed his disap-

proval to my mother, saying, “It was

a wicked thing to do.”

Yet, for me, my uncle remained

a hero. Every Diwali, I would wait

with bated breath for the arrival of

his messenger from Bathinda. Each

year, two ‘pipas’ would be delivered

to our house in Chandigarh–one tin

filled with ‘attapinnis’ and the other

RECALLING CHIPKO AND APPIKO

Saving Himalayan Forests in Tehri Garhwal
Debiparna Chakraborty

O
NE OF THE MOST INS-

piring efforts that this
writer has covered in nearly

five decades of development journal-
ism is that of the saving of Hima-
layan forests in Tehri Garhwal district
approximately during the period of

1977-80.
 At the time of visiting Tehri

Garhwal district for the first time,
several actions of the Chipko move-
ment in other parts of Uttarakhand
(which was then a part of UP state)

had already made news, but these
had emphasised more the aspects of
local forest rights and village-level,
small-scale, forest product based
units. It was in the nearly a dozen

with high-intensity Diwali firecrack-

ers. These ‘biggies’ were the high-

light of our Diwali celebrations. At

midnight, we would start “detonat-

ing” them, once the entire

neighbourhood had fallen silent.

The turning point in his life came

when Indira Gandhi declared Emer-

gency on 25th June 1975. My

mamaji was arrested, and the threat

of his liquidation in police custody

was real. To prevent this, influential

contacts from the CPI and CPI(M)

known to our family were mobilised

to ensure his safety. After two years

in jail, he was finally released in

1977 when Indira Gandhi called off

the Emergency.

Thus ended my uncle’s brief stint

as a Naxalite. His two-year incar-

ceration, however, brought rewards.

The Akali government awarded him

a ‘Tamra Patra’ in recognition of his

suffering during the Emergency and

announced reserved seats in medical

colleges across Punjab for the chil-

dren of ‘victims’ of the Emergency.

As a result, both his son and daugh-

ter were admitted to medical col-

lege.

Much wiser after his ordeal, my

uncle took up human rights work.

He became a relentless critic of low-

ranking, corrupt Punjab government

officials, exposing them in newspa-

pers and pushing for their suspen-

sion or dismissal over minor and

major misdemeanours. When asked

why he abandoned the ‘Maoist revo-

lution,’ he would simply say, “Beta,

the modern state is too strong to be

defeated.”

As he grew older, my uncle visited

Chandigarh less frequently and settled

into a comfortable, petty-bourgeois

life in a posh house built by his son,

who by then had become a renowned

doctor. His mornings were spent por-

ing over newspapers with tea and

cigarettes–his one indulgence that he

never gave up. Evenings were spent

with his grandchildren. The last I

heard, before he passed away, he

had begun reading Indian epics like

the Mahabharata and Ramayana,

alongside the Vedas. ooo

actions to save forests in Tehri
Garhwal district that the ecological
aspects got most emphasised.

While these efforts ultimately suc-
ceeded in saving Himalayan forests

over a vast area from commercial
exploitation (however large-scale fell-
ing of trees for various development
projects continued), these efforts are
also important for contributing to the
emergence of several new social

movements in this as well as other
regions.

The core group of activists here
were those inspired by Mahatma
Gandhi to follow the path of non-
violent struggles, the most senior be-

ing Sunderlal Bahuguna and

VimlaBahuguna, very ably supported
by highly dedicated activists like
Kunwar Prasun, Dhum Singh Negi,
Vijay Jardhari and Pratap Shikhar.

Several village women like Sudesha
Devi, Bachni Devi and Saumpa Devi
emerged in important activist roles in
the course of these movements and
chipko actions with their courage and
determination to protect forests even

in very adverse conditions (which also
involved going to jail). The great folk
poet and activist Ghanshyam Sailani
who was present at several move-
ment sites and above all the great
disciple of Mahatma Gandhi Sarla

Behan who was like a mentor for
leading activists.

These activists had a worldview
based on combining ecological and
justice concerns. Some of them, par-
ticularly Kunwar Prasun, were very

firmly committed to rights of op-
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pressed communities like Dalits.
Chipko activists maintained good re-
lations with forest workers and also
took up the cause of their rights and
welfare.

While chipko actions in Tehri
Garhwal district took place in several
places, Henvalghati (valley of Henval
river), on Rishikesh–Chamba road,
particularly its nearer villages like Jajal
and Nagni, became a hub, while in

the higher and more interior areas
Badiyargad was another hub. Around
1977 some contractors here had re-
sorted to excessive extraction of resin
from chir pine trees and due to this
the trees had been weakened. Chipko

activists drew attention to this,
organised protests and also symboli-
cally applied mud on tree wounds to
protect them. On investigation these
complaints were found to be correct
and some remedial actions were also

taken.
However the bigger challenge was

that of the forests being auctioned for
commercial felling by contractors (and
sometimes by the government’s own
forest corporation). Activists and vil-

lagers asked the officials not to axe
these trees, mostly located on steep
slopes, due to the resulting high risk
of landslides and floods, loss of water
and soil conservation capabilities, as
well as shortage of fodder and other

essential needs for people. When of-
ficials did not agree and went ahead
with auctions, people said that they’ll
launch chipko movement to protect
these trees. Officials and contractors
responded with threats.

To mobilise villagers a leading
activist Dhum Singh started a fast in
a forest. Women responded by assur-
ing him that they’ll do all they can to
save trees. They then tied sacred
protective threads on trees as a sym-

bol of their resolve.At another spiri-
tual gathering in Advani, villagers
repeated this resolve and also said in
daily life they’ll take all precautions
not to harm trees in any way.

In Salet forest the contractors

shrewdly gathered Kashmiri migrant
workers to start felling of trees. Villag-
ers took out a protest demonstration
inside the forest and stopped it. Later
villagers went back but two activists

Dhum Singh Negi and Hukum Singh
stayed behind. When later another
attempt to axe trees was made, they
could stop it by hugging trees. The
Kashmiri workers were so impressed
by the chipko movement that sacri-

ficing their earnings, they moved away
from the area.

When forest officials came to in-
vestigate why felling is being opposed,
people greeted them with lanterns in
daylight to symbolise their surprise

that officials are unable to see the
obvious need for stopping axing of
trees.

In Advani forest villagers hugged
trees to stop felling and took out
demonstrations. When one villager

sided with tree-fellers, his 13-year-old
son Kunwar Singh went on a fast and
did not eat food till his father agreed
to protect trees. On 31 January, 1978
the PAC police entered the forest so
that felling of trees could take place

with its support, but villagers and
activists kept shouting slogans to pro-
tect forests and when efforts to axe
trees were made they quickly moved
to hug trees. Women were very active
in hugging trees, and sometimes chil-

dren also went with them. This con-
tinued for over two hours. Finally the
police and the contactor withdrew
from the forests. The gathered people
shouted, “The Himalaya has awak-
ened today, the cruel axe has been

chased away.”
Despite these successful protests,

the officials again resorted to auc-
tions of forests in early February,
1978 at a hall in Narendranagar. On
8 February villagers assembled here

to protest, joined next morning by
more women from Hanvalghati. Now
when they entered the auction hall
peacefully, the contractors ran away.
At night the police arrested 23 of
them, including 9 women. They were

released only after 15 days, when the
auction process was completed.

The next scene of tree-hugging to
save 742 auctioned trees was in
Amarsar forest, near Kangar village.

In December 1978, Dhum Singh Negi,
Pratap Shikhar and some students
played an important role in protect-
ing these trees from being axed, al-
though the contractor managed to
cut some trees. Later many villagers

including women came in a big pro-
cession to stop tree felling.

Next, forests in Badiyargad belt,
particularly Malgaddi appeared to be
a big challenge as over 2000 trees
had been marked here for felling by

the forest corporation on its own.
People were alert regarding saving
forest here as in recent times land-
slides had caused huge damage in
this area (which was caused by ear-
lier tree-felling). Activists including

Kunwar Prasun and Vijay Jardhari
went to many villages to mobilise
people. In the last week of 1978,
villagers took out processions in for-
ests and announced their determina-
tion to save these trees.

Despite this, felling of trees started
in the first week of 1979. Villagers
stopped this on some occasions, but
on the whole felling continued. As
the consciousness to protect trees
spread beyond Malgaddi to dozens of

other hamlets of Badiyargad, activ-
ists like Rajeev Bahuguna started a
new way of connecting to people by
asking all families to donate one roti
(home-baked bread) each for the
cause of protecting trees, as activists

in forests would survive on this.
On January 9, Sunderlal

Bahuguna started a fast in a remote
forest of Badiyargad to demand the
stop of tree felling and also wider
change of forest policy. In the early

stage of the fast Sunderlal continued
to rush and hug trees like other activ-
ists, but soon he became too weak
for this. Meanwhile his wife Vimla
too had come to the forest while
daughter Madhuri had participated
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FASCISM IN ACTION

Sorry, Stan!
Cedric Prakash S J

Dear Stan,

I
 WRITE THIS TO YOU WITH A

heavy heart: shocked and sad

dened; upset and angry. This let-

ter to you, is perhaps to ease the

angst in me; I really don’t know

in hugging trees to save them.
It is an indication of the great

moral strength of the movement that
activists continued in the middle of
intense struggles to maintain good

relations with forest workers and later
also helped them to realise their pend-
ing wage payments.

On 22 January Sunderlal was
arrested. There were several protests
against this. On January 31 the gov-

ernment finally announced a ban on
the felling of green trees in Badiyargad
and Amarsar. Sunderlal’s fast also
ended after about 24 days, amidst
assurances that the government will
consider a wider ban on felling of

green trees.
Later in 1979 there was a move-

ment to save the forest of Laasi.
Here too there was a fast by Sunderlal.
The villagers formed a forest protec-
tion committee. The contractor made

several attempts to cut trees but was
chased away by the villagers. Trees
could not be cut despite bringing in
the police. Finally before the end of
the year the attempts to cut trees
here were given up.

Around the same time there were
successful efforts to save trees in
Khuret village, which later led to
wider efforts to end the water scarcity
of this village.

A big danger appeared as plans

to fell nearly 9000 trees were an-
nounced for Loital forest near
Ranichauri. A campaign was
launched to protect these trees in
which Yogesh Bahuguna played an
important role. Wisdom prevailed and

these tree-felling plans were given up.
Meanwhile talks continued for

wider policy steps. This was helped
by the fact that the Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, while she was in power,

was very sympathetic to these de-
mands and particularly to the efforts
of Sunderlal Bahuguna. Finally a
wider moratorium on green felling of
trees in Uttarakhand was announced
by the government.

Some years after this, a new threat
appeared in Henvalghati as the gov-
ernment announced that thousands
of trees will be felled in Henvalghati
for laying down the power lines from
Tehri Dam Project. Once again people

mobilised, with Kunwar Prasun play-
ing a leading role. A large number of
trees could be saved, as the govern-
ment agreed to significantly reduce
the trees marked for felling.

These movements were also fol-

lowed by efforts for regeneration and
recovery of forests in degraded areas
in Henvalghati, which had encourag-
ing results.

These movements also created a
support base for future work relating

to opposition to Tehri dam project.
After a stage, Sunderlal Bahuguna
and VimlaBahuguna devoted their
life mainly to this for several years.

Meanwhile Vijay Jardhari and
Kunwar Prasun became more active

in BeejBachaoAndolan (save the
seeds movement) dedicated to saving
traditional diverse varieties of various
crops.

Sunderlal organised Kashmir to
Kohima foot march to take the mes-

sage of the Chipko movement to the
entire Himalayan region, also draw-
ing in younger activists like Sahib
Singh.

Pandurang Hegde, a gold medal-

ist student from Delhi School of So-
cial Work had come here during the
movements. He learnt from here and
started the appiko movement to save
forests in Karnataka, achieving great
success in saving the forests of the

Western Ghats region.
Thus while these movements were

great in their own way, these also had
a much wider impact.

However the tree felling for devel-
opment projects continued to increase

in Uttarakhand or in Karnataka West-
ern Ghats, and some of the gains
made from stopping commercial ex-
ploitation in vast areas for a long
time were undone by this.

Nevertheless the work of Chipko

and Appiko activists remains a very
inspiring example. As someone visit-
ing these areas, particularly Tehri
Garhwal, again and again could see,
these activists and villagers were work-
ing for protecting trees with great

dedication, sacrificing and risking a
lot, year after year.

At a time when Himalayan envi-
ronment is so badly threatened lead-
ing to several disasters, it is all the
more important to recall these inspir-

ing experiences. ooo
[The writer is Honorary Convener, Campaign
to Save Earth Now. His recent books includ-
ing Planet in Peril, Protecting Earth for Chil-
dren, Man over Machine, A Day in 2071 and
Guardians of Himalayas–Vimla and
Sunderlal Bahuguna.]

what to say and how to say it! But

I am sure that what I write, is also

the sentiments, the emotions of

many, from all over: Jesuit compan-

ions, colleagues, collaborators,

alumni well-wishers and friends who

knew you so well and particularly,

the Adivasis and other sub-alterns,

whom you loved so much and gave

your life for. This letter comes from

the bottom of my heart (and our

hearts) to say “Sorry, Stan!” On 9

August, St Xavier’s College (SXC)

Mumbai, (through their Department

of Inter- Religious Studies) was sched-

uled to hold ‘The Annual Stan

Swamy Memorial Lecture’. The topic
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was ‘Migration for Livelihood: Hope

Amidst Untold Miseries’. It was to

be delivered virtually by Jesuit Fr.

Prem Xalxo, currently Associate Pro-

fessor of Moral Theology at the

Gregorian University, Rome. The

speaker was a renowned personality

and the topic timely and relevant.

On 4 August, representatives of the

Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP) met the SXC authorities,

and in a written letter ‘strongly con-

demned’ the organising of the lec-

ture and demanded its cancellation.

Very sadly, the Jesuit management

and other officials caved in to this

pressure and cancelled the lecture.

In their letter ( which they have

put on their facebook page) the

ABVP said “organising a lecture in

memory of a person who was a key

accused in serious crimes, like UAPA,

including contact with the banned

CPI (Maoist), financing and recruit-

ing armed Naxalite groups, and sei-

zure of documents containing a con-

spiracy to overthrow the constitu-

tional government through armed

uprising, is glorifying the

Naxalites…”it is extremely sad that

prestigious colleges like St. Xavier’s

are trying to encourage Naxalist ideas

by glorifying a person accused of

committing anti-national conspiracies.

We demand that the principal can-

cel this lecture immediately.” All this

is patently false and it has been

proved that even the so-called ‘in-

criminating documents’ were planted

in your computer. Besides for an

‘alleged’ crime, the law stipulates

that one is innocent, till proved guilty.

That you are innocent is without

doubt. Judges after judges have res-

cued themselves from your case, for

the simple reason, is that they will

have to declare you innocent! For

the falsehood and slander you are

still subject to, “Sorry, Stan!”

Stan, you are aware that SXC is

my Alma Mater. I spent cherished

years as a Xavierite from 1968–

1972(1969 was our Centenary year).

At that time, we had Jesuits who

were stalwarts, Staff who were ex-

cellent and a great student body! It

was a joy to be a Xavierite. It was

at that time I first met you in a

Social Analysis Programme–and ever

since, you have been to me a hero,

mentor and guide. In 1974, (and

later), after entering the Society, to-

gether with my companions, we

readily accepted the faith–justice

mandate under the leadership of Fr

Pedro Arrupe. Over the years, I learnt

that you heroes were Dom Helder

Camara, Paolo Friere, Ivan Illich

and Arrupe. Your knowledge on their

writings and works, rubbed off on

many. As a good friend of yours, as

an SXC alumnus and as Jesuit, feel

duty bound to say, “Sorry, Stan!”

Ever since the news broke out of

the cancellation of the Memorial

lecture, I have been literally besieged

with calls and comments; in the

many groups, I belong to, on social

media, there are innumerable com-

ments against the Jesuits, and par-

ticularly against SXC (some of the

comments are even offensive) From

across the board, people (including

several alumni and Jesuits) are feel-

ing angry and let down. They say

that SXC has failed to see the big

picture: cancelling the lecture means

giving in to the anti-national and

anti-Constitutional fascist forces;

acquiescing with these forces means

that they are

emboldened and will continue to

call the shots. It means negating the

academic freedom which is the es-

sence of every institution of higher

learning; it means that the Constitu-

tional guarantee of freedom of

speech and expression is not impor-

tant. In the past, when there were

such threats, we are aware that,

SXC called in the police and contin-

ued with their programme. Today’s

(10 August) Mid-day reports, “We

are surprised that the college has

shown cowardice and yielded to pres-

sure tactics. We teach our students

about the values of justice, democ-

racy, and peace, but when it comes

to taking a stand, we bow down to

the pressure, even when Stan has

not been proven guilty. This has

been the general pulse of the St

Xavier’s alumni and the commu-

nity,” said a source from the St

Xavier’s College Society.

Forgive us, dear Stan, and inter-

cede for us from your eternal abode,

Your

Brother Cedric

10 August, 2025

[Fr. Cedric Prakash SJ is a human rights,

reconciliation & peace activist/writer]

REVIEW ARTICLE

“Clausewitz and People’s War”
Harsh Thakor

C
ARL VON CLAUSEWITZ IS
one of the most innovative
military thinkers of all time.

His analysis transcends the domain
of specific historical experiences and
elevates military theory to a high

plane of generalization. Exploring the
relationship between war and poli-
tics–the mutual relationships between
the military command, the civil gov-
ernment, and the people, as well as
the phenomena that determined the

escalation of violence, Clausewitz
amassed a substantial and original
body of work, which gained increas-
ing recognition from the end of the
19th century. But it was not within
the ranks of the military command
that Clausewitz’s thinking had the
greatest impact. Instead, his closest
readers were discovered among the
theoreticians and practitioners of
people’s and revolutionary war. While
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Clausewitz’s influence on Lenin was
highlighted, the influence of his ideas
on Engels, Mao, Giáp, and others
has remained relatively unknown. The
first French edition of “Clausewitz
and the People’s War” showcased
this influence and transcended the
history of ideas, to tackle aspects of
revolutionary warfare from unexplored
perspectives, and creatively engage in
current and historical military de-
bates.

Two decades after it was first
published by Aden, and after a year’s
work in close collaboration with the
author, Foreign Languages Press is
pleased to present the new, final
edition of Clausewitz and the People’s

War And Other Politico-Military Es-

says.

The republication of Clausewitz

and the People’s War will usher a new
phase of debate on the revolutionary
military question. Dedicated chapters
on Giáp and Mao were grossly lack-
ing, and the recent publication of
important sources, such as General
Giáp’s Memoirs or Mao Zedong’s
reading notes, which have since be-
come viable, have compensated this
gap.

T Derbent’s work capitalises on a
long tradition of integrating
Clausewitz’s theories into Marxism in
general and Marxism-Leninism in
particular. Several decades of research
has established him as one of the
leading experts on the military ques-
tion in its relation to historical and
contemporary revolutionary move-
ments. His work (books, articles, con-
ferences) addresses both the histori-
cal aspect of this incorporation, with
a study of the influence of
Clausewitz’s writings on Marxist theo-
rists and leaders (Jaurès, Mehring,
etc)–as well as on the theoretical

aspect of this assimilation–both in
terms of the profound bondage be-
tween these thoughts (their dialecti-
cal character, their articulation of the
relationship between war and
politics)and in terms of the direct
influence of Clausewitz’s theses on
the Marxist-Leninist literature.

The book dissects the correlation
between Clauzwit’s ideas and mili-
tary theories of leaders like Engels,
Lenin, Trotsky, Stalin, Mao and Che
Guevara., tracing the origins of their
military concepts to ideas of
Clausewitz, even if not directly attrib-
uting.

The main role of Clausewitz and
the People’s War is , its side-by-side
presentation of the great revolution-
ary military-political legacy that has,
in one way or another, practised
people’s war. It is built around and
through a complex history whose in-
ternal tensions the author boldly pro-
jected. The narration of those tradi-
tions makes it possible, perhaps for
the first time, for the informed reader
to evaluate the different military strat-
egies of the revolutionary movement
on a scientific basis.

The republication of’ Clausewitz
and the People’s War’ will usher a
new phase of debate on the revolu-
tionary military question. Dedicated
chapters on Giáp and Mao were
grossly lacking, and the recent publi-
cation of important sources, such as
General Giáp’s Memoirs or
MaoZedong’s reading notes, which
have since become viable, have com-
pensated this gap.

Derbent notes how Engels was
the first ‘attentive reader of
Clausewitz’ in the revolutionary tradi-
tion, and showcases how much of his
ground-breaking work on military strat-
egy was influenced by this reading.
Secondly, Derbent discusses methods
in which Franz Mehring, who was
instrumental in unfurling Engels’ work
on military strategy out of the wilder-
ness, was also a disciple of Clausewitz,
recognising him ‘as a genius theoreti-
cian’ while also ‘exposing his limita-
tions. Thirdly, Derbent investigates

Lenin’s comprehensive study of
Clausewitz’s On War, and diagnoses
it as the first concrete analysis of
military strategy from a Marxist per-
spective. That is, correctly under-
standing the meaning of Clausewitz’s
famous maxim, ‘Lenin added a new
dimension: by examining the political
nature of war–in the final analysis, its
class character–we can understand
its historical and moral character,
and thus distinguish between just and
unjust wars.’ Indeed, Lenin’s inter-
pretation and implementation of
Clausewitz was developed according
to the concrete aim of making revo-
lution and, commanding the ways
the Red Army would defend the revo-
lution in 1918.

Trotsky, who did not think there
could be an axiomatic approach to
warfare, dismisses Clausewitz, reject-
ing the possibility of a specifically
proletarian methodology of war that
Lenin was indicating in his studies.
Most baffling however, was Stalin’s
‘gross misrepresentation’ of Clausewitz
directly following World War II, asso-
ciating his theory with the military
strategy of the Nazis.

Mao Zedong’s theorisation of pro-
tracted people’s war would serve,
according to Derbent, as the most
accurate and complete conception of
military strategy from the revolution-
ary camp, and it was largely influ-
enced by Mao’s reading of Clausewitz
alongside Sun Tzu. Moreover, Mao’s
ability to reaffirm significant
Clausewitzian principles was due to
the fact that ‘they had similar meth-
ods of thinking and theorising.’ Mao
also critiqued the Soviet rejection of
Clausewitz as one of ‘the weaknesses
of Stalinist dialectics.’ After Mao,
Giap became an ardent disciple of
Clausewitz in his theorisation of anti-
colonial guerrilla warfare in Vietnam.
Like Mao, he was not a mechanical
disciple, but a revolutionary who read
Clausewitz thoroughly while he ‘ap-
plied or reinvented Clausewitzian
doctrine in the specific light of revo-
lutionary warfare’. ooo

[Harsh Thakor is a freelance journalist]

For Frontier Contact

Central News Agency
23/90, CONNAUGHT CIRCUS

NEW DELHI 110001
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‘Full of Tears’
On August 19, over 1,000 orphans
at the Al-Wafa Orphan Village in
Gaza graduated from school. The
children wept, as no parents were
there to share the moment–their
parents had been killed by the Israeli
army,

S Shankar

The Spectre of Naxalism
Home Minister Amit Shah has ac-
cused the Opposition’s vice presiden-
tial election candidate Justice B
Sudershan Reddy (Retd) of support-

ing Naxalism by passing a judgment
that ended the practice of appointing
Special Police Officers to fight the
Maoists in Chhattisgarh. What was
the context of the case, what did the
state argue, and what did the SC
rule?

Justice Reddy, a retired judge of
the Supreme Court, headed the Bench
that in 2011 delivered the landmark
ruling in Nandini Sundar v State of
Chhattisgarh, which ended Salwa
Judum, the practice of using tribal
youth as Special Police Officers
(SPOs) to counter the Maoist insur-
gency in Chhattisgarh. Nobody is
safe in Modi’s India. Those who
oppose government policies nay be
conveniently described as naxalites
and erased from the political land-
scape.

Amaal Sheikh

Trump–the Bully
Trump, despite his highly personalised
approach and considerable degree of
unpredictability, is apparently bent
upon working out a working relation
with Putin, the Kleptocrat, and ced-
ing him a limited sphere of exclusive
influence in order to obtain a rela-
tively freehand in respect of the rest
of the globe.

His ways are largely similar to
that of a street bully who’s ready or
even keen to cut deals with one or
two other (smaller and yet danger-
ous) bullies to stabilise his reign over
a much larger territory.

In that schema, Ukraine is just an
insignificant pawn to be sacrificed
without batting an eyelid.

That’s precisely why Ukraine was
uninvited to a summit meant to de-
cide the fate of Ukraine.

Unfortunately, despite some val-
iant noise by Macron and a few
others, Europe, as a whole, has turned
out to be an extremely weak-kneed
entity.

That makes Trump look even more
intimidating.

Sukla Sen

Two Victories
In Assam, citizenship is not just
about documents–it is about dignity,
belonging and survival. Every accu-
sation of being a “foreigner” tears
lives apart. Two landmark victories
illustrate how work of Citizens for
Justice and Peace (CJP) matter.

A 56-year-old Bengali-speaking
Muslim woman living with disability,
Banasha Bibi, was accused of being
a Bangladeshi in a case filed back in
2002–but shockingly; she was served
notice only in 2022. Despite decades
of valid documents, she was dragged
into a tribunal battle she could barely
fight alone.

With full legal and paralegal aid
from CJP, her lifelong Indian identity
was proven beyond doubt. On June
25, 2025, the Foreigners’ Tribunal in
Bongaigaon declared her an Indian.
For Banasha, this was more than a
verdict–it was the restoration of dig-
nity after years of state-inflicted
trauma.

Sukumar Baisya, a 64-year-old
Bengali-speaking Hindu, has lived
through unimaginable hardship–his
home was burnt down during the
Assam Movement in 1983, and de-
cades later, he was accused of being
a foreigner.

CJP’s team meticulously gath-
ered evidence proving his roots in
Assam stretching back generations,
including his father’s 1956 citizenship
certificate. On February 7, 2025, the
Tribunal cleared Sukumar of all al-

legations, affirming him as an Indian
citizen by birth. He wept as he
received the judgement, saying CJP
had restored not just his rights, but
his very sense of security.

Banasha and Sukumar represent
thousands still caught in Assam’s
citizenship dragnet. Their victories
are rays of hope–proof that with

strong legal defence and community
support, truth and justice can prevail.

But this fight is far from over.
Each case takes months of painstak-
ing legal work, dedicated field inves-
tigation, and the courage of people

like Banasha and Sukumar. And
CJP cannot do it without people’s
support.

Citizens for Justice and Peace

‘Don’t cry at my Funeral’
Who was Mariam Dagga, the Pales-
tinian photojournalist killed by Israel’s

double-tap strike on Nasser Hospital?
Working as a photojournalist for over
a decade, Mariam Dagga had spent
the past 23 months documenting
Israel’s war on Gaza for Independent
Arabia and the Associated Press.

Remembered as a “role model” with
“unparalleled energy”, Dagga worked
tirelessly throughout the war, even as
her mother died from cancer and an
Israeli strike killed her best friend. Her
murder marks a huge loss not just for

colleagues and friends but the mil-
lions of human stories Mariam sought
to elevate through her work. Aug 27
2025

S Shankaran

The Club of

Octogenarians
As a  senior  member  of  the  club

of octogenarians, let me congratulate
and welcome Ram Puniyani on his
entering our club. I’m sure the club
will benefit from his invaluable writ-
ings, which I hope he’ll continue to
engage in.

Best wishes for a long life of a
brave compatriot.

Sumanta Banerjee, Hyderabad
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Subhas Chandra Ganguly
[ A Commemorative Collection of Life Sketch

in English and Bengali ]

Edited by Frontier Collective
ISBN 9788197498169, Paperback, Rs 500

Subhas got arrested for his political activities. After
coming out from jail he, Sanjay and others organised
APDR [Association for the Protection of Democratic Rights].
He translated Romila Thapar’s book on Ancient Indian
History into Bengali. —T Vijayendra

‘I am very sorry to hear that he has passed away. I
do indeed remember him and our exchanges in the
course of his translating my book. Please convey my
condolences and sincerest sympathies to his family’

—Romila Thapar

o o o

Aleek Manush

Anirban Biswas

Compiled by

Timir Basu, Arup Sen, Nabinananda Sen, Tarun Basu

Paperback, Rs 100

o o o

Birth of an Alternative Development Paradigm

Unfolding of Transformative Mode of Production

By Sunil Ray

ISBN 9788197498114, Paperback, Rs 250

Prof Sunil Ray with 35 years of experience in research
and teaching in the field of environmental economics,
political economy of development, rural development and
institutional economics has shown how it is possible to
develop an alternative development initiative that can
challenge the present destructive capitalist approach to
nature and resources.

G E R M I N A L  B O O K S

For copies contact

f r o n t i e r
44, BALARAM DEY STREET  ||  KOLKATA-700006  ||  MOB: 8240016324

The Age of Rage and Rebellion

Fifty Years After The Spring Thunder

[ A Frontier Anthology ]

Edited by : Timir Basu & Tarun Basu

ISBN 9788197498183, Paperback, Rs 400

The Naxalbari Peasant uprising of May 1967, was a

turning point of Indian History. After Naxalbari nothing

remained the same as before. New theoretical orienta-

tion that began with the ‘Spring Thunder’ seems to have

lost its course in the middle. Shaking the earth to the

core was the net result of ‘Spring Thunder’ and the

country needs another shake.

o o o

Without Pride And Prejudice

Thinking Rationally

By Ashok Nag

ISBN 9788197498107, Paperback, Rs 300

This book of essays is a collection of articles that the

author had written for his blog. The thread that binds

these disparate auricles written over a decade can be

found in the book’s title. Rationality is a big claim. But

the author has tried his best to remain unbiased, subject

to the boundaries defined by his own intellectual capability

and knowledge.

The first article was written in the centenary year of

Bolshevik revolution. The article digs into the Marxist

concepts of “class” and “class struggle” which formed the

ideological underpinning of that revolution. The author

argues that even Marx himself could not explain the rise

of Napoleon Bonaparte in terms of his own concept of

“class struggle”.

In a one-page article written in the wake of so-called

“Arab Spring” uprising in the Arab world, the author

rightly identified that movement as reflection of crumbling

of the world order with USA as its hegemonic power.


